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Elections 2005 

The slate of directors and officers for the 2005 Board 
Elections, as approved by the current Board, is: 

Jim Heniff. (2d, one - year term, unopposed) 
Chuck Prettyman. (2d, one - year term, unop-
posed) 
Ken Glassman. (2d, one - year term, unop-
posed) 
Candidates: Carl Marcyan and Mark Heller 
Sandy Vernon (Non - elected position) 
Rose Temple (2d year of two - year term) 
Jim Krepel (2d year of two - year term) 
Terry Kumro (2d year of two - year term) 
Candidates: John Fraccaro (Completing 2d 
'year of first two - year term as Director) and 
Don Schaffer (Completing 2d year of 2d, one 
- year term as Secretary) 

President: 
Vice President: 

Secretary: 

Treasure: 
Past President: 
Director: 
Director: 
Director: 
Director: 

The election by Regular Members in good standing, will be held 
at the 7 December, 2004 General Meeting. Candidates to be 
voted on are: 

Treasurer: 
Director: 

Mark Heller and Carl Marcyan 
John Fraccaro and Don Schaffer 

Note: Officer positions (President, VP, Secretary, and Treasurer) 
are one - year terms, not to exceed two consecutive terms. 
Director positions are two - year terms, not to exceed two con-
secutive terms. 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

VOTE 

Election Day, November 2, should be one of 
the most important days of the year for all 
Americans. 
It is a privilege as well as a civic duty to vote. 
For motorcyclists, it is an opportunity to sup-
port those 
who have shown concern for our rights and 
safety. Take the time to source the positions 
and voting 
records of those viing to represent you in gov-
ernment. The AMA and ABATE are two such 
organizations with this information. 

Novembers Top Cats' meeting falls on this 
date also. At the last Board session, the 
Slatting Committee presented a list of candi-
dates for Officers of Top Cats for 2005. After 
review, the Board accepted the Slate. It will be 
offered to the membership at this meeting.The 
membership will have till the following Top 
Cats meeting in December to consider those 
qualified by the Committee. All inquiries 
regarding this process should be directed to 
the Committee. 

Your vote at the December meeting while not 
mandatory. is a definitive display of concern 
for your Club and its direction. Participate! 

Saddle Up! 

Jim "Iceman" Heniff 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, Proprietors, 
Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of large, medi-
um and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 
The content and opinions expressed in articles are those of the authors and not, nec-
essarily those of Top Cats - Illinois. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

(jheniff@mailstation.com) 
847/381-5357 

Vice President 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	Ken Glassman 
(lhawkeye50@hotnialcom) 

847/394-2646 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Sanra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com ) 

847/634-6402 

Director 	Rose Temple 
(rtemple@acnielsen.com) 

847/516-8825 

Director 	John Fraccaro 
(j fracc aro@j uno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 
(tlizardkumro@aol.com) 

847/639-4009 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  MIME: (847)622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotmaiLcom  

NEXT MEETING: November 2nd, 2004 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@comcast.net) 847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer (numbersman@thecpas.biz) 847/564-1489 
Membership 	Lynn Adams (leadams38@msn.com ) 847/657-9363 
Charity Ride 	Rose Temple (rtemple@acnielsen.com) 847/516-8825 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com ) 847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (jfraccaro@juno.com) 
Roar 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkp a 177@aol.com) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@ameritech.net) 
Hotline 	Jim Haase (iimhaasecomeast.net) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/526-5200 
847/776-7845 

Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 847/363-1542 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 847/438-4998 

!RANDY'S CYCLE 

/-114 1ANTR/ICES,SNC. 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

-; -)0 East Northwest I iighway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK ! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWW.DPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



The Wheels N' Water Ride 
By Mark Heller 
One Motivation Leads To Another 

Sometime during the course of the June meeting, it was asked 
that someone step forward and take possession of the Oct 3rd 
scheduled ride. After none of the existing Road Captains 
stepped forward it was offered to any member who wanted to 
become a Road Captain. As I sat there in the null of volunteers 
I thought to myself...I'd like to do this...but it was easier to say 
nothing as intimidation of stepping forward got the better of 
me. 

A couple of weeks later I was riding home from work and had 
to come to a complete stop for a gaggle of ducks who were 
cruising westbound in the same traffic lane as I. Now these 
ducks weren't crossing the road, they were waddling down the 
center of the westbound lane. I couldn't get around them 
because the eastbound traffic was slowing to gaze at them, cre-
ating a backup of cars preventing me from passing their con-
voy. 

Now I didn't actually witness this, but I would assume that the 
lead duck had raised his webbed foot above his head signaling 
all the other ducks into single file because that's the way they 
were slowly progressing down the road. Then it dawned on 
me...that lead duck must be a Road Captain! I figured that if 
a duck can do it so can I and I was determined to take owner-
ship of the Oct 3rd ride at the next meeting. 

At the July meeting I stepped forward and the ride was given 
to me. Now I had no idea yet where I would lead my Top Cat 
family. No idea where to go, let alone what route or what the 
point of the ride would be. So now my work was cutout for me. 
Those who really know me would know that I don't do any-
thing in a small way. I like to have fun and that I take pride in 
whatever I do and always give 100%. 

In honor of that duck that gave me the courage to step forward 
I wanted to incorporate water into the ride somehow. I remem-
bered that a favorite trip that my wife and I enjoyed so much 
was the Merrimac Ferry crossing near Lodi, WI.. So the des-
tination was decided, Merrimac it was. To that unsuspecting 
duck that inspired the ride...Cheers, this rides for you. 

The first thing I did was change the ride from Sunday, Oct 3rd 
to Saturday, Oct 2nd. This was because I originally planned a 
lunch stop at a Ma and Pa dinner with some great Harley 
Davidson nostalgia behind it and they're not open on Sunday. 
When I approached them about the ride to give them a 'heads 
up' on the anticipated head count they asked that I not bring the 
club there. They love bikers, however being senior citizens 
they couldn't handle that number of people all at one time. 
They were also concerned that their regular customers would-
n't be able to get in and go elsewhere. So a change in stops was 
needed. 

Now the way I see it, the Top Cats Club is about three things; 
riding, having fun and sharing experiences. So I wanted to add 
some fun on my ride. I incorporated a poker run. At each of 
5 stops, each club member would draw a card. After the 5th 
card is drawn, the holder of the winning hand would win a very 
special prize. 

In the weeks ahead, my wife and I spent nearly 60 hours plan-
ning the route. The first two trips were in the automobile so we 
could record mileage, time, distance and turns onto a pad of 
paper. What I found is that I didn't like many of the original 
roads...to slow, too blah, too bumpy, etc.. We backtracked, 
studied the maps and came up with better alternatives. Many 
more trips were by motorcycle so I could really see what the 
actual experience would be like. I tweaked and tweaked until 
I was satisfied and then ran the entire gauntlet 2 weeks prior to 
the ride with my mentor TAZ. He gave me a thumbs up and I 
rode the route the following weekend once again. Now I was 
satisfied with the ride and it was just a matter of waiting until 
the following week when some 30 bikes would follow me to 
the road of acceptance or the alley of rejection. 

October 2nd came all too slowly. It was a sunny day but a lit-
tle brisk. The morning was in the 40's and the day topped out 
in the mid 50 to upper 50's. The turnout was great, nearly 30 
bikes and over 30 attendees. At 10am I passed out the waivers 
to the non-members attending the ride and gave my pre-ride 
speech. We gassed up our bikes, downed some hot coffee and 
hit the road at about 10:15am. 

We started with some tight turns on Callahan Rd., soared down 
12 in Wisconsin at 70 and arrived at our first stop, 1 hour into 
the ride. Gus's Retro Drive In in East Troy, WI is one of my 
favorite places. I love the burgers, onion rings, fried shrimp 
and shakes....as you can see I'm concerned about what I eat. 
About an hour later we hit the road again. We rode through the 
scenic Kettle Morain via 67 and sped west on highway 60 and 
made a pit stop just west of Oconomowoc. We rode into Lodi, 
headed north and stopped once again just prior to riding onto 
the ferry. The ferry crossing is short but its a fun experience. 
Once on the ferry I reassured a group of riders that I've never 
seen a single bike fall over...that it usually happened in groups 
of 7 or 8 bikes at a time. Once on the other side of the 
Wisconsin River we exited the ferry and headed north. 

We took 78 which is a twisty-turny stretch of rode and 
regrouped at a BP to prepare for the return trip. At this stop 
everyone drew their last card. The winning hand, four of a 
kind, belonged to Jim Haase. I'm sure that everyone was envi-
ous of the prize that I would bestow upon him. No one knew 
what they were competing for until I presented Jim with a 
pewter picture frame, with an embossed motorcycle. In the 
frame was a 4x6 color photo of myself wearing my leather vest, 
a dew-rag and nothing else. Now before you start gasping, it 
was a photo from the waist up. 

Pulling out of the BP we headed south on the interstate to cover 
a lot of ground in a short amount of time and exited at the 1st 
exit. We took a series of roads that took us east to Columbus 
and then caught 89 south. We made a final stop just before 
reaching route 12 for us all to say goodbye to each other. From 
that point on we would all veer off the all too familiar route 12 
as needed to head to our respective homes. 

One innovative thing I did on this ride was to pick up a few 
dozen plastic ID badges. These are the clip-on vinyl pockets in 
which you would normally slide in a paper name badge like 
you receive at a convention. I printed out the route sheets into 
long strips that slid into this vinyl holder. The rider could clip 
it onto the clutch cable as I did, or onto their windshield bags 
as others did. Some found it convenient clipped onto their 
windshields and some clipped it onto the back of their collar so 
their navigator on the pillion seat could read it and direct them 
in typical bl ackseat rider style. 

It was well received by most if not all and I was please to see 
that on the New Glarus ride the following weekend Don 
Schaffer had used this technique as well. 

While the duck inspired and motivated me to do the Wheels N' 
Water ride it's a different motivation for future rides. You see, 
returning to my three things the club is about I've already 
talked about the riding and having fun. And that leaves the third 
item...sharing experiences. 

You see, at about 5:15 the temperatures began to drop. My 
wife was not sufficiently prepared for the colder weather, 
ignoring my recommendations to bring some additional attire. 
Arriving at home at about 6:45pm I rode into the garage. My 
wife entered the house and immediately prepared soup for the 
two of us. After which she was still cold and sat down with a 
cup of hot tea followed by a second cup. Afterwards she was 
still chilled to the bone and needed my help to warm up. She 
learned she needs to be better prepared on future rides and I 
learned that the enjoyment of the ride can last well beyond the 
end of the ride itself. 

In closing, to those who were unable to attend the Wheels N' 
Water ride they were surely missed. To those who did attend I 
hope that it was as good for them as it was for me. 



YOUR CALL!!! 
By Traveler 

Elections are coming up at the December meeting. 
Elections are coming up at the December meeting. 
Elections are coming up at the December meeting. 
Get it? (Some of our riders are deaf from loud 
pipes, that's why I repeated it three times!) 

I suppose, as individual members, we have few 
obligations in the Club beyond safe riding, mutual 
respect, and voting. Safe riding, and mutual respect 
are typical Top Cats traits. Voting, takes a bit more 
effort yet it is as important, if not more so, than the 
other obligations. Why? Simple... Because the 
activities and safe riding environment that we enjoy 
as members of Top Cats are at stake. It's your call. 

Now, someone out there, reading this is thinking 
"Where the hell is he going with this?" Hang on, 
I'll tell you where the hell I'm headed.... 

We can vote one of two ways. Vote based on the 
popularity of a candidate or vote based on the abili-
ty of a candidate. Organizations whose member-
ship elects an officer based on popularity over abil-
ity typically suffer the consequences of inept leader-
ship. Those organizations who elect officers based 
on ability over popularity, typically enjoy the bene-
fits of good management. In our case, the benefits 
of good leaders are realized in our Club's growth, 
innovations, and improvement in safety, riding 
events, and Club activities. It's your call. 

Think of this as you prepare to vote on the candi-
dates for the 2005 Board at the 7 December meeting. 
For your own benefit, and the benefit of every Top 
Cat and their family members and friends who ride 
with us, think hard about a candidate's ability to lead 
our Club in the right direction all the time, every 
time. How do you do that? Ask yourself a few ques-
tions. After all, it's your call. 

Is the candidate a good citizen, set a good example, 
lead by example, reliable, make good decisions, etc? 
Does the candidate have a solid background in 
motorcycling or are they new to the sport and more 
interested in wearing a badge of office than con- 

tributing to the welfare of the Club? Will the candi-
date promulgate our culture and the history and tra-
ditions of our Club or will we see a left hand turn 
from what we are, what we were, and what our by 
laws intended us to be...a riding club? Can we rea-
sonably expect a candidate to be innovative and con-
tribute to the growth of our Club or simply find 
things to fix that aren't broken? Finally, will the can-
didate accept a business as usual attitude or help the 
Club grow while maintaining our legacy and tradi-
tions? Your call. 

The alternative, of course, is to go ahead and vote for 
a candidate whose only qualification is that they,re a 
friend. Or, vote for that candidate who is the hard 
riding, heavy drinking, safety - be -damned, charis-
matic, know it all "Nice Guy" who has a gift for pub-
lic speaking and whose only accomplishment in the 
sport we enjoy is posing with a new pre - worn, off 
the shelf set of leathers riding an obnoxiously loud 
new custom bike that never saw rain, 30 degree 
temps, or any ride over 100 miles. Vote this way 
then...be prepared to shut up when the Club you orig-
inally joined starts going downhill. Don't bitch 
when the traditions of our Club are eclipsed by fads 
and poser - driven activities. Keep absolutely silent 
when our safety program is relegated to an e-mailed 
version of a one - page handout. Forget about saying 
anything when our traditional rides and pilgrimages 
are replaced by bingo nights and bowling tourna-
ments. And, get yourself a copy of another club's 
membership application because you're going to end 
up joining it...your vote just ruined this one. It's your 
call... 

FORTUNATELY...we don't have those hard deci-
sions to make with this year's slate of candidates for 
2005. The slate you'll see at the November meeting 
reflects a talented group of candidates that will make 
the decision process difficult for all of us. Just 
remember, vote ability, not popularity, this year, next 
year, and every year so we can build on the great 
Club we have and make it better for all of us. Your 
call... 
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Wild Ride 
by Stefan Levy (W eye Id) 

Well, Sept Ioth has come and gone and I promised 
Wayne I would seek someone to do an article on the 
Top Cats ride to the Valley of the Kings www.votk.org  
in August. So, better late than never, here are some 
"reflections" on that ride: 

I saw my entire body reflected in the eye of Chaucer, 
a serious male lion , whose 3 inch canines were 1/2 
inch from my hand holding a chicken leg offering. I 
knew then that my feeling about and relationship 
with the "Top Cats" of the jungle would never be the 
same. While he engulfed the chicken leg, he also 
engulfed my entire being into his all knowing eyes 
and I felt privileged to be in his majestic presence. 
He was the one giving me the gift of sharing his 
space on this planet with me. He rumbled some 
tones to let me know there was power behind those 
pipes, should he desire to display it. He devoured 
the chicken leg with thanks in a few snaps and then 
looked directly at me , powerfully directing me to 
provide another, lest his rumbles crank up consider-
ably. As I quickly complied and as he quickly dis-
patched the next "potato chip", he made it clear, and 
I felt compelled to speak to him, saying, "I know. 
You're the Lion. Just because there is this fence 
between us, I'm not forgetting that fact". Being in 
his presence humbled me. 

Very interesting : The lions roar a greeting to 
Harleys! Only to Harleys. Seems the vibration of 
the HD engine is the right pitch and they think it is 
another big cat! Well, when we all arrived, they 
were certainly correct in greeting other "Top Cats"! 

( actually, we have been talking with Jill and Jim who 
run VOTK about an interesting idea, and anyone who 
has savvy in the advertising world or contacts at high 
levels within HD please see me, and maybe can 
assist:) 

Here is the idea: We make a mock commercial 
where we have bikes lined up next to the lion cage. 
The non HD brands rev up and we have a kitty walk 
past and meow. The lions are bored. The Harley 
revs up and they all (will!) Roar! Tag line: The 
King of the Jungle knows the King of the Asphalt. 
We want to get Harley Davidson interested and seek 
to raise some funds for the sanctuary in this ( and 
many other ) ways. 

John Lunde wants to lead a work party there; If you 
are interested please contact John, who will co ordi-
nate with Dan Meckl, head of projects. 
George Lax friend wants to do a fund raiser at her 
dance school. That's super . She can contact me 

about that. 

Others want to do fund raisers at their kid's schools. 
Great. They can contact me about that. 

As I got to know the cats by name and history, they 
would come to the fence and greet me. Tigers "chuff 
a greeting. What an experience to lean up against 
that thin ( but strong) fence and have a 1000 pound 
10 ft long tiger come over, press against the fence, 
and "chuff' a friendly hello greeting and want to be 
scratched. I tell you what, my earlier respect for 
them as fearsome predators, has been elevated to 
another level. They are awesome creatures, more so 
when you get to know them on a personal level. 
What an opportunity! To become acquainted with 
them on a personal level! Whew! 

As I planned the ride, met with the volunteer staff at 
VOTK and took numerous , really fun, pre rides, a 
transformation occurred. As all Top Cat Road 
Captains, I wanted every detail to go smooth for the 
safety and enjoyment of all on the ride. In this effort 
a lot of help and assistance were provided by Top 
Cats Wayne Kirkpatrick and John Lunde, who took 
pre rides and .offered great suggestions, which I 
thankfully took. Jim Haase , as always, did a superla-
tive job of providing input and communicating the 
ride to the club. 

The transformation went kind of like this: Wow, 
we're going to take a really cool ride and get to inter-
act with some big cats up close and personal, like no 
place else. Let's get a good route; pray for good 
weather and the Let's Roll! Upon meeting the vol-
unteers and clearly seeing their dedication, passion 
and commitment I began to wonder about that. Why 
do they come up there every week end , some from 
great distances, to lend a hand? Once I met the ani-
mals, and heard all the stories about their plight, I 
got infused with some of that passion. Other Top 
Cats caught the same passion . The ride became 
about more than a cool ride to a neat place. It also 
became about how our Top Cats could help those 
Top Cats of the jungle, now in man's care. 

There clearly became some spiritual , cosmic aspect 
to all this. Bikers often wear clothing and paint their 
Bikes with images of animals. Why? Their beauty? 
Power? Freedom? Symbolism? American Indians 
did the same thing. Bikers are often compared to 
Indians on steel ponies. This was an opportunity to 
connect with those animals on another level, not 
ever experienced by most of the people on the plan-
et. Whenever I pull in there ( and I have been up 
there every week since our ride) I crank my bike, 
then shut it off. The lions respectfully wait till I am 
done "roaring". Then they set off a chorus that just 
has me standing there , eyes closed, drinking in their 



primeval call which resounds throughout my entire 
being. One of the very artistically talented volun-
teers, Chris, made a CD called Togar's dream with 
lots of cats roaring. I now start my day with this! 
Putting a tiger in my tank. (even though tigers chuff, 
and lions roar - you get the idea) I suspect he could 
be persuaded to make some more if anyone wants 
one. Let me know. 

The stories were truly heartbreaking about what peo-
ple have done to these animals. Charlie, the black 
panther can only eat ground meat because a 
Hollywood producer had his teeth and claws 
removed. Nuk ,the huge 1300 lb Liger ( half lion 
half tiger) was bred for his coat to be on someone's 
wall. Penny , the cougar was toted around by a truck-
er in his cab. Koke Joe , a beautiful tiger was a cir-
cus performer till he got too old and they were going 
to put him down. Others were to be used in canned 
"hunts" where they chain the cat to a post and some 
big gun "hunter" shoots it. This place is truly a sanc-
tuary and rest place for these majestic animals. They 
are alive only because they are here and people sup-
port this place. 

It gives me great pride to say that our club was very 
giving and supportive to the sanctuary. They were so 
impressed, surprised and thankful , and their doors 
are always open to Top Cat rides. Some of our mem-
bers joined as supporters. Others are considering it. I 
hope you choose to join and support them. Others 
offered to come back with a work party. When they 
were short of food some members rushed up there to 
supply some. In addition, they told me that they had 
a little concern before we came about a group our 
size. About us following rules; being safe; keeping 
the animals safe. After we left they said that we were 
the best. The most orderly, under control, easy to 
work with group of caring , responsible adults that 
they ever had there! What a compliment! That our 
style of safe, orderly fun riding translated over so 
apparent in our behavior there. We should have great 
pride in our Great Pride of Top Cats! 

Some discussions have been had with NISRA about 
an outing taking the kids up to see the cats, under the 
watchful eyes of Top Cats. One Top Cat or other 
adult per kid. NISRA was very excited about this. 
VOTK exists only on donations - most in the form of 
"membership" which entitle one to come visit. I 
encourage all of us to "join". Sponsorship of an ani-
mal costs $250 per month, to feed that animal the 
whole year. I encourage us to consider this. They are 
having a fundraiser party event . I invite everyone to 
attend. The details are: Rock for the Wild. Bands. 
Food. Fun. Cash bar; Door Prizes; Raffle; Date: 
Saturday Nov 13th; Time : 6 PM till 1 AM; Place: 
Elks Club 5555 Good Hope Road, Milwaukee, Wi. 
414 - 276 - 4744 

Each one who was there, I am sure has stories and 
photos to share. Please bring your photos and pass 
them around. The excitement of sharing space and a 
meal with such awesome predators, who were friend-
ly and happy to get our treats, prevailed throughout 
the day. Everyone went home with a new experience 
under their belt. We collectively raised about $2000 
of food and value for them. In earlier meetings peo-
ple donated for food; even some people who did not 
make the ride! Donations flowed. Everyone was so 
very generous. I wish to personally thank everyone 
who unflinchingly donated and will in the future 
donate food, money and support. We as a group do 
not do things just a little bit. We go all the way! 
Clearly there is a big bond formed and strengthening 
between our Top Cats and those Top Cats of the 
Jungle. 

Jim and Jill blessed me with quite a gift, which I 
honor greatly: Sometimes lions shed some mane. 
They gave me a little piece of mane. In lion country 
the mane stands for strength and protection. 
Currently I have this wrapped around a lion statue 
next to pictures of my kids. I suspect it will make it's 
way somehow to my bike! Additionally they 
bestowed upon me another great privilege: An open 
door to come up to visit any time and to bring any 
guest&I have already brought up my kids and 
friends. Any Top Cats who have not yet gotten to 
visit, see me. I will arrange many other trips when 
you can go. 

Alliakall, the Big Cats ride was very successful from 
my point of view; safe; great weather; exciting; 
great camaraderie; new experiences; and a chance to 
give back something to these beautiful animals who 
simply seek to survive conditions humans have put 
them in. Consider this an annual Top Cat Ride! 

Keep the rubber down! 
Let's Roll 
Stefan 
(Weyeld) 



Minutes of the General Meeting 
on October 5, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Won't Kill You" ride: or the early March "Shrinking 
Willy Ride." Of course these rides may be cancelled 
if Sue reads this Roar. If that happens, I'll lead the 
"Visit Mark in the Hospital" ride! 

The meeting began with Jim Heniff auctioning off a 
Diner for Four at Durty Nellies for the benefit of 
NISRA. Several members started the bidding, but it 
soon turned into a back and forth between Mario 
Prosperi, and Carl Marcyan. Mario outbid Carl and 
won the dinner for a donation of $80. Thanks to 
Durty Nellies for donating the dinners, and thanks 
to Mario and Carl for bidding up the price for the 
charity. We also have some leftover Charity Ride T-
Shirts that we're offering to the members at our cost 
of $10 each, just to recoup the costs. We've got 
sizes from Medium to 3XL. They shirts are beauti-
ful, and will make great stocking stuffers for your 
friends and family. See Janet Riddick about those. 

The Top Cats welcomed Becki McNamee's hus-
band, Dan to the meeting, and Canine and Scott 
Swearingen, who attended our Charity Ride, also 
came to the meeting as guests. 

Treasurer Don Schaffer reported that our finances 
are in good order, and reminded members that by 
the time they get this Roar the membership dues 
renewal letters will be in your hands. Please 
respond right away and send in your checks, so we 
don't have to waste time and money on follow up 
letters. Dues are due no later than January 1, and if 
not received by Feb.1, you'll have to go through the 
process of completing a new membership applica-
tion and be voted on by the Board. (I've already sent 
in my check, as I'm taking no chances on a re-vote.) 

Jim Haase reviewed the rides of September, and the 
upcoming rides in October. After praising Mark 
Heller's "Wheels and Water" ride, Mark launched 
into a lengthy story about the genesis of the ride, 
and then an explanation of how cold his wife, Sue 
was upon returning home that day. According to 
Mark, it seemed that no amount of hot tea and extra 
clothing worked to warm her up. So Mark recount-
ed that a quick race up to their bedroom, (we can 
only hope the kids were out of the house!) and the 
ensuing strenuous activities there, did the trick, so to 
speak. (One can only hope for Sue's sake it was a 
long and lengthy process). So please check the Top 
Cats website for the upcoming rides that Mark is 
planning, such as the November "Ride 'Till Your 
Face Cracks" ride: or the December "We Don't 
Need No Stinking Heated Clothing" ride; or the 
January "Igloo Ride", or the February "Frostbite 

Since Jim Haase's two year tenure as the Activities 
Chairman is coming to a close, he spent some time 
thanking all the Road Captains who stepped up to 
plan and lead rides over the past two years, as well 
as Sal Saccamono, for posting ride updates so quick-
ly, and Lynn Adams for her help with the E-mail 
lists, etc. Sandy Vernon then expressed thanks to 
Jim on behalf of all the members who have enjoyed 
and benefited from the outstanding job that Jim has 
done for us all. The members responded with a 
standing ovation and a BIG TOP CATS ROAR to 
Jim. 

Safety Chairman awarded Mark Heller with his 
Road Captain Rocker for leading his ride, and 
reminded everyone that in the fall, if you find your-
selves riding into a low blinding sun, you might help 
that problem by switching tracks in your lane to help 
reduce the glare. 

Charity Chairperson, Rose Temple, announced that 
our Top Cats Charity Ride raised over $11,000 for 
our charity NISRA, If you were not there, (arid 
shame on you if you weren't) Rose worked tireless-
ly throughout the year along with Janet and Kevin 
Riddick, and many other Top Cats to put on a terrif-
ic event. Their efforts, and those of ALL the people 
who attended the ride, will make life a lot nicer for 
all of the people who benefit from the NISRA pro-
grams. Rose asked for members to step up to lead 
next years Charity Ride. It's a great way, especially 
for newer members, to meet more people in the club 
and start building friendships. 

The members then thanked Rose with a well-
deserved standing ovation and a big Top Cat Roar 
for all her hard work and efforts. 

Past President Sandy Vernon then spoke about the 
upcoming election. Elsewhere in this Roar, you 
should find the slate of candidates that was present-
ed to the Board. Elections will take place at the 
December meeting, so PLEASE mark you calendars 
to attend that meeting and vote. 
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Eleven Thousand Dollars 
Raised For N.I.S.R.A 

I would like to extend a heart felt thanks to all who con-
tributed to the Top Cats Charity Ride. Without the help 
of a major corporate contributor, or bike raffle, the char-
ity ride committee members, Top Cats club members 
and our generous ride participants have raised 
$11,000.000 for the Northern Illinois Special 
Recreation Association. 

Thank you to all the wonderful committee members, 
without whom this event would not have taken place: 
Janet and Kevin Riddick, Chuck and Maureen 
Prettyman, Linda Daro, Ric Case, Ken Glassman, Sal 
Saccomanno, Bob and Sue Sgarlata, Sandy Vernon, 
Chris Barry, Bill Ryan and from N.I.S.R.A. Brian 
Shahinian and Holly Dorn. Their contributions of time, 
energy, and donations were outstanding. 

Thanks to our breakfast sponsors of Caribou Coffee, 
Panera Bread and Krispy Kreme Doughnuts we offered 
a bountiful, and complimentary, breakfast of bagels, 
doughnuts and coffee to our ride participants. 

Thank you again for the outpouring of raffle donations. 
The following companies and club members donated 
items to our raffle: Foxford Hills Golf Club, Des Plaines 
Park District Leisure Center, Suburban Harley 
Davidson, The Broken Oar, Valancion's Hair Design, 
Great American Bagel-Palatine, The Cary Tracks, Lake 
Shore Harley Davidson, Duke's Grill, Carl and Terri 
Hart - Pool Accessories, and John Snelgrove - Multiple 
Leather Saddle Bags. 

Generous Top Cats members came out on event day, 
and gave of their time. Thank you to Lyn Adams, Linda 
and Craig Martins, Joe Rabanus, Jim Heniff, and John 
Fraccaro, for all of your help. A special thank you to the 
generous donation of great music of Bob Sgarlata's 
band, the Executones. 

The event was a great success not only due to the peo-
ple, but also due to the event location of Duke's Grill, in 
Wauconda. A great big thank you to Duke for hosting 
our event! 

I am sure I have forgotten someone, and if I have, and 
you are not mentionedEl do apologize! Your generos-
ity was greatly appreciated! 

As for 2005, Top Cats will be searching for a new 
Charity Ride Chairperson to step forward. We have 
MANY new members with WONDERFUL ideas. 
PLEASE see myself, Rose Temple, or Jim Heniff, if you 
would like to contribute your time to a worthwhile event 
that places a smile on many a face. 

Sincerely, 
Rose Temple 
Chairperson: 2004 Top Cats Charity Ride 





OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

INNOVATIONS. Keep an eye out next year for neat 
innovations that won't be just after market stuff like 
air/electronic adjustable seats for riders and co rid-
ers,and alternative - fuel engines...diesels and 
hybrids. 

PASSING. Once again, when you clear the highway 
ahead of you before you pass a vehicle, check for 
debris in the highway in both the passing lane and 
the lane you will pull back in to, check for vehicles 
that may turn onto the highway in front of you, and 
make damn sure that the vehicle you're passing 
isn't slowing to turn left as you start to pass. 

STAY ALERT. It's easy to fall into that day-dream-
ing comfort zone on a long group ride. All of a sud-
den, you have to react to an unforeseen circum-
stance and...you are asleep in the saddle. On two 
occasions, I have been behind fellow riders when 
they had engine failures. That's one more reason to 
stay alert. If you see the bike in front of you start to 
smoke abnormally...back off and switch tracks. It 
might be starting to blow an engine. When that hap-
pens, there is a good chance that your bike and the 
track you're riding in will soon have heavy oil 
residue on it just when you might need to stop 
quick. You will probably know about the problem 
before the rider knows about it due to the smoke. 
Worst case, that engine will lock up and the rider 
will lose control and go down if he doesn't immedi-
ately pull in his clutch. So, back off, switch tracks 
and prepare to stop if you see excessive smoke. 

STATS. The good old, anti - motorcycle National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is 
reporting that motorcyclist fatalities have increased 
from 2002 to 2003 by12%. They do not, however, 
take into consideration that motorcycle sales are up 
also by more than 12%. Therefore, the % of bike 
fatalities, as a percentage of bikes on the road, may 
have actually declined. Two bottom lines to this. 
One, be suspicious of statistics, and two, regardless 
of stats, ride safe and don't become one. 

WHAT'S STURGIS LIKE??? There is an article 
about this past August's Top Cats' ride to Sturgis at 
www.motorcycleusa.com . It can either be seen by 
clicking on the "Cruiser" tab on the left side of the 
opening page, OR, if it isn't there, you can go down 
to the "Search" box near the bottom of the left hand 
side, and type in "Hawkeye." That will bring up 
several articles. Click on the one titled "2004 
Sturgis Rally Adventure." Be sure to click on the 
"Photo Gallery" on the right side of Page 1 of the 
article to view some good pictures. If you click on 
a photo from the slide show, it will enlarge, and you 
can see the caption. 

FOR HER. Neat stuff for lady riders. Rose decor 
accessories like footpegs, shift levers, knobs, nuts, 
etc. Check it out at www.imagemotorcycle.com . 
Note: They are stainless steel so they won't be a 
cheap birthday gift. 

LONGEVITY? Looks like Indian Motorcycles, Inc, 
may have more lives than the 9 lived cat. As previ-
ously reported, the Indian trademark has been pur-
chased by a london - based company at the latest, 
annual Indian bankruptcy auction. However, they 
did not purchase the Indian name for the American 
market. So, the sleek new in - line four Indian 
motorcycle for 2005, will be sold in the US, on a 
per-order basis, as the Dakota 4. They might even 
be available late this year at $30,000 to $35,000. 

DAMN RECALLS. Harley-Davidson 2003 FL, XL, 
and Dyna series. Faulty tail / brake light bulb sock-
et allowing the bulb to fall out ergo..no rear light. 
NHTSA Recall: 04V218. 

HONDA 2004 CBR 1000. Faulty speedome-
ter that could read 25% LESS than actual speed. 
(Bet cops won:t buy that) NHTSA Recall: 04V254. 

BMW 2005 R1200GS. Possible o-ring oil 
leak that could allow oil to seep onto the rear tire. 
NHTSA Recall: 04V297. 

With any recall, check with your local dealer imme-
diately. 

MOTOROLA FREE CHARGE 
$20.00 

53 SHIRTS - 2004 TOP CATS 
CHARTY: 

$ 8.00 each 
2 for $15.00 
3 for $21.00 

RAND MCNALLY ROUTE AID 
$10.00 

All Money Goes To NISRA 

Contact Jim Heniff 



Randy S. Braun "On the mark 
for all your 

insurance needs." 

wlarget 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 

2145 Meacham Rd. 	Phone 847.925.9900 
Palatine, Illinois 60067 	Fax 847.925.9901 

Our preferred clients are Business Owners, 
Executives and Motorcyclists who know 
we'd rather work for a client than search 
for one. That's why our clients so often 
recommend us to others. Ask around. Ash 
an RB Target client about the RB Target 
Insurance Agency. Satisfied client referrals 
have been building our business for over 
twenty three years. 

Need 
Help with- 

Income Taxes? 
Divorce Planning? 

Business Valuation? 
Business Accounting? 

Financial Audits or Reviews? 
Computer Systems Assistance? 

Business or Personal Planning? 
You need the 

NumbersMan 

Donald J. Schaffer, CPA/ABV 

Schaffer, Vietinghoff & Wallach, PC. 
3710 Commercial Ave. #1 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847)564-4500 #17 

NumbersMan@TheCpas.Biz 

r 1 

Advice rendered by our firm is totally 
independent. We do not sell or take any 
commissions or incentives for recommend-
ing insurance, stocks, annuities, or other 
financial products 



TOP CATS ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 
October 2004 - December 2004 

Date Time Activity Location Leader 

Sat-Oct-23 4:00 PM Top Cats Sunset Ride (redo) BP, NE corner Rt. 12 and Rt. 22 R. Case 
Tue-Nov-2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Mon-Nov-8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Tue-Dec-7 7:30 PM TC General Mtg (Elections!) Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Mon-Dec-13 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 

NOTE: Check the web site (www.topcats.org ) and the Hotline (847 622-3501) for details/updates. The 2004 Activities 
Calendar can also be downloaded from the web site but, check for changes frequently. 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH' Case 

Autumn Riding 

Now this is not my type of riding. Therefore I don't know 
a lot about it, but I will share with you what I do know 
about it. 

It's hard to believe, but, it's time to talk about Winter rid-
ing conditions, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years. 
Warm September, became cold October. We have 
already had frost on the pumpkins, on the green and then 
brown grass, which means that even a little bit of mois-
ture easily becomes frost which will generate slippery 
conditions, whether it's from freezing rain, morning dew, 
evening snow and/or early morning, heavy fog. 

The road surfaces to really watch out for slick, and, yes, 
I mean very slick conditions are overpasses after a night 
of freezing temperatures. First they become slippery 
before the regular roads because the cold air surrounds 
the road surface from all directions, top down, bottom 
up, and across. And they retain the moisture longer which 

comes from the exhausts of the vehicles passing under-
neath them. Route 53 from Woodfield to Lake-Cook 
Road is notorious for these conditions because of all the 
overpasses, but that's not the only place you will find 
frosty conditions. Any shaded area that the sun does not 
warm directly is cause for concern, especially on curves 
and even worse, turns. 

Remember for slippery, it is knees tight to the tank, no 
sudden moves, eyes looking straight ahead and/or into the 
intended path of travel and level with the horizon. 

It's also time to dress warmly. Hypothermia is very dan-
gerous. You lose your concentration very quickly when 
you are cold. However if you are well prepared, you can 
enjoy this riding season, and extend your saddle time for 
the rest of the year. 

In closing, let's remember all the things we have to be 
thankful for especially the fellowship of Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood within Top Cats. Let's work to foster it. 

Here's wishing each and everyone of you a Happy 
and Blessed Thanksgiving. 



Minutes of the Board Meeting 
on September 13, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Present were Jim Heniff, Chuck Prettyman, John 
Fraccaro, Ken Glassman, Don Schaffer, Terry Kumro, 
Jim Krepel, Rose Temple, and Sandy Vernon. Also in 
attendance were Ric Case, Robb Mann, Jim Haase, 
Bard Boand, and Lynn Adams. 

Jim Heniff thanked everyone who worked on the 
Charity Ride, and especially Rose Temple, who 
chaired the committee, and worked tirelessly along 
with Janet and Kevin Riddick to make it happen. 

Don Schaffer reported on the financials. We have 
about $7,200 in the treasury and anticipate having 
around $ 3,500 by year end, after remaining expendi-
tures. The financials were accepted by the Board. 

Sandy Vernon reported on the election procedures that 
she discussed at the General Meeting. The nominating 
committee will decide on the procedure for absentee 
balloting and will publish that in the next Roar. 

Ric Case reported that the final GRASS class of the 
year will take place on Oct. 17 at Durty Nellies. 

Lynn Adams presented information on 3 applicants 
and their status as to the membership requirements 
that they have completed. Lynn has designed a new 
form to give to applicants in order for them to fill out 
the dates of their meeting attendance, ride attendance, 
and GRASS class completion. When they have filled 
in that form, they will submit it to her or the Board, so 
that they can be considered for membership. The 
Board then approved Ken Massara's membership 
application, and we all welcome him into the club. 

Rob Mann then questioned the validity of the "new 
procedure" for membership, which was tabled until 
later in the meeting. 

The Board approved spending up to $700 to pay for 
the cost of the picnic for the Presidents Ride. 

The last 75 minutes of the meeting was spent dis-
cussing the merits, and demerits of the new trial mem-
bership policy. The conversation was lively, and at 
times heated. The positives related by many present 
was that it forced applicants to take a more proactive 
approach to meeting Board members and other mem- 

bers, in order to get to know them and to learn about 
the club they wish to join. It also allows the Board 
members to get to know the people who wish to join 
before forcing the Board members to vote on accept-
ing people they didn't know. It also seemed to encour-
age some Board Members to take a more active role in 
seeking out applicants to get to know them. A by-
product of that seemed to be having applicants become 
more involved with the club and its activities, and 
becoming more productive members. 

On the negative side, some Board members questioned 
taking applicant's non-refundable membership dues 
before they became members, and during the applica-
tion process, not sending them a copy of the Roar, 
which according to Jim Heniff, is reserved for mem-
bers only. Another comment was that by postponing 
membership until the GRASS class was attended, it 
could make the time an applicant submits the member-
ship form until he or she completes the class can be 
many months. 

Other members questioned whether it is right and fair 
to ask people who want to join a motorcycle club, to 
actually attend 2 meetings of the motorcycle club that 
they want to join. OR, be forced to attend one ride of 
the motorcycle club they want to join. Or, to have to 
attend a GRASS class given by the motorcycle club 
they want to join, in order to learn the riding proce-
dures that members of the motorcycle club use to keep 
their rides safe and to know how to handle situations 
that may come up on ride. 

Some Board and non Board members in attendance, 
preferred to go back to the old system of voting on 
applicants at the next meeting after they submitted 
their form and check whether anyone on the board had 
ever met them or not. 

By the end of the discussion, no action was taken to 
change the process. 

However, Don Schaffer made a motion (seconded by 
john Fraccaro) to invite all the current applicants to the 
Presidents Ride, which technically is for members 
only. The motion passed. 



Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington,IL60011-1201 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 
105 Cherokee Rd. 
Algonquin, IL 60102 
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